
Civitas calls for the return
of supremacy to the Supreme
Court
Civitas, which is leading think tank supported by The Campaign
for an Independent Britain has released a report which says
that Britain has a “moral duty” to give the Supreme Court
power over the European Court of Justice.

Dr David Green, the head of the Civitas said in a report
released today that “The Government must unpick unwanted EU
laws one by one and challenge Brussels to “do its worst”. To
do this the Government will have to amend the 1972 European
Communities Act to give Supreme Court superiority over the EU
Court of Justice. A move which would amount to a “unilateral
declaration of independence” without tearing up all EU laws
and regulations in one go, Mr Green said.

The Civitas report examined the damage the EU has “wreaked
upon Britain’s traditions of liberty and democracy since we
joined  the  common  market  in  1973“.  “There  is  a  moral
imperative for the UK to reclaim its independence irrespective
of whether the EU is economically beneficial or not, Dr Green
said.”

“It  is  tragic  to  watch  the  free  people  of  Britain,  who
historically led the way in establishing modern freedom and
democracy,  absent-mindedly  give  up  their  powers  of  self-
government.  What’s  at  stake  is  far  more  than  our  future
prosperity.  It’s  our  ability  to  uphold  our  distinctive
contribution to Western civilisation. The huge cost of the EU
is undoubtedly a very important question, but even if the cost
were zero – for that matter, even if we made a profit – the
case for upholding our independence would stand.”

Last year Mr Chris Grayling, the Justice Secretary said: “We
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have to make our Supreme Court supreme, I do not believe
decisions about the way this country is governed – we are a
democracy after all – should be taken elsewhere.” He is likely
to  welcome  the  report  as  renewed  support  for  his  ongoing
battles  with  the  European  court  over  prisoner  voting  and
whole-life tariffs.

Britain’s leading judges have also lent their support for the
campaign for protecting the sovereignty of the Supreme Court
in recent months. Lord Sumption, who is a UK Supreme Court
justice, has accused the court of exceeding its legitimate
powers, usurping the role of politicians and “undermining the
democratic process“.

This is a welcome development now that Britain’s membership of
the  undemocratic  economically  moribund  EU  is  being  openly
discussed but doesn’t go as far as we in CIB want which is the
complete repeal of the 1972 European Communities Act.


