EU’s von der Leyen blacked
out by EU27 in deal to keep
the lights on this winter

This report has been co-published with our affiliated
organisation, Brexit Facts4EU.0Org. We are most grateful for
their original research into the raw data which backs what
follows.

Commission denied power to make cuts, but
EU’'s biggest Putin gas guzzler Germany
didn’'t get its way either

We shed some light on the ‘non-deal’ reached in
Brussels yesterday

Yesterday in Brussels, Ursula von der Leyen’s EU Commission
failed in its bid to impose severe energy reductions on EU
member countries as a result of the over-reliance of some EU
countries on Russian gas, which has now been cut by 80%.

As a result of Brexit, the United Kingdom has escaped this
threat.

Germany must now get out its greatcoats and
prepare for winter
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The EU’'s largest economy, Germany, is the biggest customer for
President Putin and his Gazprom gas supply company.

In addition, according to the official figures from the EU’s
statistics agency Germany consumes more than one-fifth of the
entire amount of electricity supply in the EU.

If the new German Chancellor Olaf Scholz thought that all the
other EU member countries would roll over and agree to the
plans from (German) EU Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen for compulsory gas cuts, he was going to be
disappointed.

In our report below, prepared in association with our
affiliated organisation Facts4EU.Org, CIBUK.Org reveals the
extraordinary facts about electricity consumption in the EU,
using official data obtained from the EU Commission’s
statistics agency.

Summary

EU primary energy consumption — percentage of gigawatt
hours

Latest official figures for 2020, starting with some
background
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 Three EU countries consume almost half EU’s total
electricity supply

= Add in three more and these six EU countries account for
70% of total EU consumption

» The remaining 21 EU countries were being asked to make
sacrifices for ‘The Big Six’

Electricity consumption in the EU
Just six countries account for almost 70%
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» Germany : 21.2%

» France : 16.9%

= Italy : 10.7%

= Total of the ‘Top 3’ : 48.8%
= Spain : 8.5%

= Poland : 7.8%

= Netherlands : 4.7%
= Total of the ‘Top 6’ : 69.8%
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[Source: EU Commission statistics agency Eurostat, accessed 26
July 2022.]

Always look behind the EU’s propaganda

Reading both the EU Commission’s and EU Council’'s statements
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released yesterday on the new agreement, readers could be
forgiven for thinking all is sweetness and light in the EU.

The reality is rather different. Firstly, the disagreements
were such that there 1is still no agreed text from the EU
Council.

“The text agreed today will be formally adopted through a
written procedure. The written procedure will be launched
and concluded in the days to come, following technical
revisions of the text.”

— EU Council, statement 26 July 2022

Secondly the EU member countries refused to allow the EU
Commission to issue a ‘mandatory directive’ on the reduction
in energy consumption. Instead this is now the prerogative of
the EU Council of 27 national leaders and only if there is
deemed to be an emergency.

Finally, it'’s clear that many countries disagreed and have
been exempted from the plan, or will have ‘derogations’ from
it. We don’'t yet know which countries but it’'s clear there
will be quite a list.

In plain English this is a typical EU fudge.

Here is what the EU Council said yesterday

“In an effort to increase EU security of energy supply,
member states today reached a political agreement on a
voluntary reduction of natural gas demand by 15% this
winter. The Council regulation also foresees the
possibility to trigger a ‘Union alert’ on security of
supply, in which case the gas demand reduction would become
mandatory.”



— EU Council, 26 July 2022

Ah, but...

“Whereas all EU countries will use their best efforts to
meet the reductions, the Council specified some exemptions
and possibilities to request a derogation from the
mandatory reduction target, in order to reflect the
particular situations of member states and ensure that the
gas reductions are effective in increasing security of
supply in the EU.”

— EU Council, 26 July 2022

The EU Council goes on at length about this and if readers
wish they can read the latest statement here.

For the original article, click here:
https://factsd4eu.org/news/2022_ jul _leyen powered_down



https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/07/26/member-states-commit-to-reducing-gas-demand-by-15-next-winter/

