The anger about that
Government leaflet

Understandably, we have recently received a number of e-mails
from people furious that the Government is going to spend £9.3
million of our money producing a 1l4-page colour brochure
telling us how good the EU is. If you wish to sign a petition
against it, here is the link. Already over 100,000 people have
signed, which is sufficient to oblige Parliament to “consider”
the matter for debate but regrettably, it is not likely to
have any effect.

On a more positive note, we are very thankful to those
supporters who have directed their anger into a donation,
enabling us to produce more material to counter the
government’s arguments.

What does the brochure actually say? From what others have
gleaned, much of it extols the virtues of the Single Market,
which, of course, we could continue to access from outside the
EU by re-joining EFTA and availaing ourselves of the European
Economic Area agreement. EEA/EFTA also knocks on the head the
predictable fear tactics which the leaflet contains, e.g.,

“Voting to leave the EU would create years of uncertainty and
potential economic disruption. This would reduce investment
and cost jobs. The Government judges it could result in 10
years or more of uncertainty as the UK unpicks our
relationship with the EU and renegotiates new arrangements
with the EU and over 50 other countries around the world.”

Unfortunately, any pro-leave group without a credible exit
plan is going to be vulnerable to this sort of tactic, as
Richard North argues.

Remarkably, we are still hearing of undecided voters who are
coming down in favour of withdrawal, but a convincing victory
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1s going to be very challenging as long as this vulnerability
remains. Some people may distrust the government so much that
they won’'t believe a word of the brochure, but not enough.
Withdrawal from the EU can be risk-free with the EEA/EFTA
option, but unless our fellow-countrymen are made aware of
this, all too many of them may fall for the Government
propaganda.



