
If  Denmark  can  opt  out  of
Europol, so can we
Last Saturday, those of us who attended the Campaign for an
Independent  Britain’s  annual  were  reminded  that  anti-  EU
sentiment  is  still  alive  and  kicking  in  Denmark.  We  were
privileged  to  be  addressed  by  Luise  Hemmer  Pihl  from  the
Danish People’s Movement against the EU, who explained that
Denmark too has taken a semi-detached position within the EU
and many Danish people have no desire for further integration.

Among the evidence she quoted was Denmark’s withdrawal from
Europol. In a referendum in November 2015, the Danes decided
to keep their opt-out from EU cooperation on justice and home
affairs issues.

As from 1st May, Denmark will no longer be a member of Europol
but thanks to a last-minute agreement, the country  will still
have access to EU police agency’s databases.

If Denmark, an EU State, can maintain an independent position
on justice and home affairs, then the UK, which is leaving the
EU, has no reason to stay in Europol or in the European Arrest
Warrant  scheme.  Whatever  the  result  of  the  next  General
Election, we will be continuing to campaign that Brexit must
mean Brexit in these critical areas.
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