John Redwood’s New Year
Message

We want a new beginning. We want to restore our democracy, and
to change it for the better.

It is fitting that many of us have boundless ambition for our
country. We know that independent the UK can be richer, freer,
and more of a force for good.

Restored to our rightful place at the top tables and councils
of the world, the UK will have more capacity to help shape the
future.

Able to make our own decisions about who to welcome here, we
can be fair to people from all round the world and no longer
have to discriminate against the non Europeans.

Lets make 2016 a great year to rank alongside 1660 and 1688
when our freedoms were increased by political actions.

Bruised and battered the old year goes out amidst war, floods
and the usual political recriminations about the role and cost
of the state.

All was not lost, as 2015 at least broached some of the big
issues that we need to confront to restore our democracy and
find justice for England.

It is true that on offering England her voice, it was muffled
badly by the Hague reforms. Our devolution settlement remains
too lop-sided as well as under continuous pressure from the
SNP.

2015 has usefully highlighted some of the ways the British
people and their Parliament have lost control. The inability
to change our VAT on tampons exploded the myth that we can
still choose our taxes. The failure to restrict benefits to
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economic migrants show how one of Labour’s red lines with the
EU has been wiped out. The powerlessness to achieve the very
popular government target for net inward migration stands as
a prime example of our lack of power and authority as a
country.

These matters roll into this year in search of a solution.
2015 will not have been in vain if we decide to leave the EU,
the cause of so much damage to our democracy.



