
An opportunity to correct an
historic mistake on 23rd June
Married with a son and daughter plus three granddaughters, I
have lived in Leicester for 20 years. I am not a member of any
political party, now aged 81, having worked in engineering
manufacturing  for  51  years  watching  our  heavy  engineering
virtually disappear and our fishing fleet destroyed by the EU.

I organised demonstrations to close down the EU-inspired East
Midlands Regional Assembly and also had the EU flag taken down
because it was being flown illegally above the main entrance
to the Town Hall. In 2000 under Magna Carta I organised and,
with the help of Groby voters, won hands down a Parish Poll to
save the pound against the euro. For good measure, under the
ancient law of Misprision, I laid evidence of alleged treason
against Tony Blair at Leicester Magistrates Court which the
Bench felt they couldn’t handle although I had done my duty as
a citizen in making a detailed report.

I spent 10 with Leicester Jazz Society voluntarily promoting
concerts and a jazz festival in the city, plus two years
trying to establish St George’s Day celebrations in Castle
Gardens.  Now  I  spend  my  spare  time  on  three  NHS-related
committees locally, plus organising Head & Neck Cancer Support
Group meetings monthly at Coping with Cancer at Helen Webb
House, Westleigh Road, Leicester. Having survived major cancer
surgery to my head five years ago I am now used during the
final exams at the Royal Infirmary for trainee doctors and
those wishing to become Consultants

Around the age of 17 in 1951, I followed my father into a
large engineering factory. There was little problem trading
with and travelling around the continent before we were drawn
into the Common Market. Becoming married and a father I became
suspicious that we were not being told the truth about joining
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the EEC so I sat in the Commons the night we joined by a
slender majority of 8 votes obtained by the withholding of
crucial information from MPs about the terms of entry and a
legal  warning  from  Lord  Kilmuir  about  the  surrender  of
sovereignty hidden for 30 years. (see video film of former
Labour MP Nigel Spearing on MPs being asked to sign a blank
cheque)

At the stroke of midnight 1st January 1972 we turned our backs
on and discriminated against our Commonwealth friends. We had
to  cancel  duty  free  and  other  food  contracts  with  those
countries to enter the higher cost food market of the EEC
without any thought to the major impact upon the economies of
those countries who had historical and multicultural links
with us. As Barbara Castle of the Labour party put it “This is
the new internationalism, selected relationships dictated and
controlled  by  a  powerful  European  bloc.  What  kind  of
internationalism  is  it  that  henceforth  this  country  gives
priority to a Frenchman over an Indian, a German over an
Australian and an Italian over a Malaysian”?

Since then I have campaigned to reclaim the sovereignty of our
Parliament and Courts to make our own laws and regain the
freedom to trade globally within and outside an ailing crisis-
ridden EU of rising unemployment and social unrest

There are three issues and many more that worry me should we
remain in the EU.

The  British  public  want  truth  and  calm  debate,  not1.
hysterical  crystal  ball  predictions  and  threats
bombarding us from the remain side. We began to distrust
long  ago  politicians  fobbing  us  off  as  though  the
British public are fools such as the time then Minister
for  Europe  Keith  Vaz  claimed  that  the  European  new
Charter of Fundamental Rights “would have no greater
legal standing than a copy of the Beano”. Peter Hain
said of the EU’s draft Constitution for Europe, the
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forerunner of the Lisbon Treaty setting the EU’s course
for the next 50 years that it was, “a mere tidying up
exercise”. We are getting bad tempered insults, mud-
slinging  with  an  eye  to  winning  the  next  general
election.  The  Labour  party  is  as  bad  as  the
Conservative. It is the scratching of infected scabs
left by long standing party conflicts.

I owe my life to the NHS. I fear that the TTIP trade2.
treaty being negotiated in secret between America and
the EU will bring the full weight of privatisation,
pharmaceutical,  insurance,  financial  investment
companies and legal professionals to fall upon the NHS.
David Cameron says the NHS will be exempt. I do not
trust him.

The biggest concern is uncontrolled immigration. We need3.
controlled  immigration.  Our  history  is  built  upon
immigration  over  centuries.  Our  culture  evolves  over
time  if  newcomers  integrate  gradually  rather  than
bringing the problems of their own countries with them.
We need to leave the EU and elect a Parliament to begin
to get to grips to find the right balance between the
types of skills and labour that are needed matched with
the  adequate  provision  of  homes,  schools,  hospitals,
transport  systems  and  the  many  services  that  are
required to avoid social tensions and civic unrest. It
ought  to  be  made  known  that  economic  immigrants  on
arrival should not expect to take or be given priority
over UK residents. Joining the EEC required us not to
set any limits on immigration from within the Community.
Although Turkey is expected to join according to our
government’s policy, on top of those arriving from other
EU countries, 100,000 would be expected to arrive every
year from Turkey. This is the estimate given by Lord
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June based on the pattern from east European of known
arrivals Our towns and cities are becoming overcrowded
and air polluted whilst our countryside is coming under
increased pressure with new urban sprawls

The evidence of uncontrolled immigration is perfectly clear to
those who live, travel and work in cities, to those who want
their  children  placed  in  schools,  to  those  who  want  GP
appointments and to those who want hospital treatment.

The Office of National Statistics state that at the time of my
birth in 1935 the UK had a population of 46,870,000. It is now
65,089,427 with a projected increase to 74.3 million in 2039.

My wife’s parents were invited and came to the UK from the
West Indies in early 1960s. Caribbean immigrants were needed
to fill job vacancies because we had to cope with the loss of
people killed in the second world war (326,000 military and
62,000 civilian deaths) who would have provided more children
had they lived. Those immigrants arrived and came speaking the
English  language,  wearing  western  dress  and  bringing
Christianity as my wife reminds me. They had a rough time but
in reasonable numbers integrated over time. We have never
before known the scale and different cultures and different
languages we have arriving now in the UK. We are told we need
immigrants  to  counter  an  ageing  UK  population.  This  is
perfectly true when a balance can and should be created and
managed once we leave the EU. Sad to say our UK population is
on average ageing as many women need or decide to work longer
before couples can afford or want to start families. We should
not raid the skills and labour especially for medical staff
needed by the remaining populations in poorer countries. It is
wrong morally to recruit doctors and nurses as a cheaper and
short term alternative to spending money and time to train our
own youngsters

I  liken  the  EU  to  a  lorry  without  insurance  and  MOT
certificates travelling on worn tyres and defective brakes



driven  by  under-qualified  drivers  along  rocky  roads  to  a
destination signposted “Ever Closer Control”. David Cameron
says he changed the signpost from “Ever Closer Union” but yet
again, I do not trust him.

I trust the common sense and instincts of the British people
to have the confidence to vote Leave to be governed in future
by our Parliament by MPs we elect and not to be governed by
unelected Commissioners we cannot get rid of.

Upon leaving the EU we would save billions of pounds. It is
just not the money that we transfer directly to the EU but the
even greater amount of money which burdensome regulations cost
the UK economy. How much better when we are spending our hard
earned money on our own needs and making laws and regulations
to suit our own country and people. A brighter future beckons
when we leave and take control.

George West


