
Patriotism  and  freedom  –  A
libertarian  defence  of
national sovereignty
Philip vander Elst, a writer and former editor of Freedom
Today,  has  recently  produced  this  excellent  and  thought-
provoking study which refutes any idea that patriotism is only
appropriate for people looking back to the past. There is
nothing selfish or bigoted about loving our country and its
institutions.

It is a lust for power, not the existence of nation states
which causes wars. Indeed, “national sovereignty and loyalty
to the nation-state is one of the essential pillars of a free
and peaceful international order.”

The author goes on to tackle the complex issue of immigraton
and argues that “there is a strong and principled moral and
libertarian case for acknowledging the right of individual
countries to control their borders and the flow of migrants
seeking to cross them.” In other words, a desire to restrict
immigration is not necessarily racist.

The  final  point  in  the  essay  is  that  freedom  is  more
compatible with a sovereign, democratic nation rather than a
situation  where  people  “are  imprisoned  within  a  world  of
monopolistic supranational regional power blocs, or worst of
all, some monopolistic system of global government.”

In  summary,  an  excellent  rebuttal  of  the  ideals  of  the
European Project whose ideals still remain intact in the minds
of some of its key players, including Jean-Claude Juncker, the
President of the European Commission.

It  also  offers  a  useful  starting-point  in  trying  to  de-
programme  our  young  people,  many  of  whom  have  had  little
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exposure to the very valid arguments against the European
Union.


