The biggest losers

Following Mrs May’s response to the London Bridge terrorist
attack, Alastair Campbell, Tony Blair’'s former spin doctor,
posted a tweet saying that “Mrs May is happy enough to
tolerate the extremism of the Brextremist Lie Machine
newspapers spewing hate day after day.”

Several newspapers picked this up, expressing horror that
Islamic State-supporting terrorists should be equated to
sections of our national press. Indeed, such was the storm of
protest that Mr Campbell subsequently deleted the tweet,
saying . “Previous tweet deleted. Agreed it was over the top”

But over the top or not, the damage has been done. We now know
the truth. Such is the vitriolic loathing felt by remoaners
like Campbell towards Brexit supporters that in his eyes, some
of us are almost as awful as the men who committed the
terrible atrocities in Manchester and London recently.

Mind you, there is perhaps good reason from Blairite remoaners
to be feeling a bit miffed at the moment. Although unreported
by the Press, one of the interesting asides of this general
election campaign is that, whatever the result, the last few
weeks have significantly damaged their chances of a comeback.

The Campaign for an Independent Britain, being a cross-party
organisation, does not fly the flag for any one political
party and has encouraged people to vote for fully-fledged
Brexit candidates whatever their allegiance, but we can be
quite unequivocal in our opposition to the Blairite faction
within the Labour Party, which remains one of the biggest
strongholds of irreconcilable remainiacs.

When Mrs May called a General Election in April, received
opinion expected Labour to suffer its worst defeat since 1983,
if not longer. The uncompromising Socialist agenda would deter
most voters, Jeremy Corbyn would be forced to resign and
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Labour would tack back towards the so-called centre ground.

Things have not gone according to plan, however. Three days
before polling day, a raft of opinion polls put the Tory lead
between 12% and a mere 1% — nowhere near the 20% differential
at the start of the campaign. Averaging these out, Mr Corbyn
looks highly unlikely to be marching into 10 Downing Street on
Friday, but he could end up with a higher percentage of the
vote than Ed Miliband in 2015 - certainly high enough to
justify remaining in office and his party thus avoiding a
third leadership contest in less than two years.

From the point of view of withdrawing from the EU, it 1is
significant - and welcome — that Corbyn has never made any
statement during the campaign indicating that he will seek to
challenge or reverse the Brexit vote. Before becoming
Labour’s leader, his anti-EU credentials were actually quite
impressive and his pro-EU speech during last year’s referendum
campaign was distinctly lukewarm and lacking in conviction.

Whatever one’s views of his position on other policy issues,
we must therefore be thankful that his better-than-expected
performance looks likely to leave the Blairites sidelined for
a while — hopefully long enough to see us out of the EU. If
these people equate a perfectly reasonable desire to join some
180 or so nations in being a sovereign nation once again with
the murderous ideology of Islamic State, the sidelines — or
worse — 1is the best place for them.
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