The choreography begins

David Cameron headed off for a so-called “summit” with other
EU heads of state in Riga, Latvia on Friday morning. It is the
first gathering of EU heads of state he has attended since the
General Election and has been billed as the start of his
official bid to “renegotiate” the UK'’s relationship with the
EU. He stated that it would be a challenging time:- “All I
will say is that there will be ups and downs. You will hear
one day that ‘this is possible’; the next day something 1is
impossible.”

However, it is hard not to be cynical. Cameron is looking to
emulate Harold Wilson’s subterfuge in 1975:- a few minor
concessions dressed up as a major victory followed by an
attempt to con the electorate in a referendum. To strengthen
his propaganda team, Cameron has brought in Mats Persson,
formerly one of the directors of his favourite think tank,
Open Europe. In all probability, the choreography has most
likely been agreed in advance between the Prime Minister and
the key players — Germany'’s Chancellor Merkel, the French
President Francois Hollande and Jean-Claude Juncker, the
President of the European Commission. According to Ambrose
Evans-Pritchard, Cameron’s “shopping list” includes, among
other things, a clamp-down on benefits for EU migrants, an
opt-out from “ever closer union”, safeguards for the City,
guaranteed access to the single market for the ‘outs’, an end
to protectionism in services, and powers for national
parliaments to issue “red cards” on EU laws.

However, he adds that “Mr Cameron has gone quiet on demands
for wholesale repatriation of powers or for a whittling down
of the ‘acquis’ — the EU’s vast corpus of directives and
regulations — knowing that both are anathema for Germany.” It
appears that he has sounded out the top figures in the EU on
what ground they are prepared to give and after going through
the facade of “tough talking”, all will be sweetness and light
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when the “negotiations” are finally complete — a great triumph
for the Prime Minister, no doubt.

However, the article also points out that securing some
agreement with Mr Juncker and the French and German leaders 1is
by no means the end of the story. It quotes Denis McShane, the
former European Minister, who said, “People elsewhere — not
just in Paris and Brussels — are frustrated about being taken
for a quantité négligeable (lightweights) by arrogant British
negotiators. For better or for ill, the EU is a system where
the institutions matter, as do all member states, large and
small. Even 1if Merkel 1is the dominant force, she does not
always get it her way.”

There is also another problem facing Mr Cameron — the Tory MPs
who want to see us leave the EU. Expressions of dissent were
conspicuous by their absence during the election campaign as
the remorseless Tory election machine sliced through the Lib
Dem heartlands in the south of England. This does not mean
they have changed their minds. While pressure is being applied
to them not to “rock the boat” as negotiations begin, it is
hard to see the consensus lasting for long. One CIB Committee
member, with some inside knowledge of the workings of the Tory
party, expected the uneasy truce to last only a matter of
weeks.

We shall see, but given the slender majority Mr Cameron
enjoys, the withdrawalist MPs will have some considerable
clout. They will, of course, need to display the same
determination to stand up to the whips as they did in the
previous parliament, but if they can get themselves organised,
they will provide a formidable obstacle to any attempt by the
Prime Minister to repeat Wilson’s smoke-and mirrors trick.
Business for Britain employed Dominic Cummings, Michael Gove’s
former Special Advisor, to conduct focus groups in 2014 on
vote in any future referendum. His conclusion showed how the
underlying support for EU membership could easily be reduced
in the face of a good “out” campaign:- “If those who want to



leave the EU neutralise the economic arguments then the people
will vote to leave as there 1is nothing else to support
membership.”

Last year, one Tory MP, Owen Paterson, stated that the
economic arguments for staying in do not stack up given the
right exit strategy:- “We can leave the political project and
enter into a truly economic project with Europe via the
European Free Trade Association (EFTA) and the EEA. We would
still enjoy the trading benefits of the EU, without the huge
cost of the political baggage,” he said last November. That,
ultimately, is what business really wants. We have never been
interested in the political agenda at the heart of the EU
project. If Mr Cameron really wants to opt Britain out of
“ever closer union”, he should follow his former Environment
Secretary’s advice, invoke Article 50 and bring his pointless
jet-setting across Europe to an end.



