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One of our supporters, Mr Peter Farrell, has recently sent us
a link to a most interesting article, which first appeared in
the EU Observer magazine in 2001. Although this is now 14
years ago, few people are aware, even now. of the degree to
which  the  US  intelligence  agency  played  its  part  in
clandestinely supporting the European Movement, which in its
turn played a key part both in securing the UK’s accession to
the EEC (As it was) in 1973 and ensuring we didn’t regain our
independence  in  the  1975  referendum.  The  piece  quotes
extensively  from  CIB’s  former  vice-president  Sir  Richard
(Dick) Body MP. At least a couple of CIA agents appeared to
have been most uncomfortable about the CIA’s covert operation.
Sadly, since the inception of the EEC, they have been very
much the exception rather than the norm as far as the US
government and its intelligence services are concerned.  Given
President  Obama’s  recent  utterances  in  support  of  the  UK
remaining  in  the  EU,  it  is  hard  to  have  any  degree  of
confidence that US intelligence agencies will keep their nose
out of the forthcoming referendum.

Here is the article:-

It has long been rumoured that the CIA played an important
role in the campaign to “keep Britain in Europe”, which the
Yes  side  ran  up  to  the  1975  referendum  about  Britisk  EU
membership. But now, irrefutable documents are available to
the  public,  according  to  Sir  Richard  Body,  who  gives  his
version of the facts in his recent book, “England for the
English”.
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“After I became joint chairman of the Get Britain Out Council
two Americans came to see me in 1975 with a large bundle of
papers. They were, they claimed, CIA agents who deplored their
country’s methods in interfering in the affairs of a good
ally. What they had brought were copies of documents which
showed that a dedicated federalist, Cord Meyer, jnr. was to
become head of a CIA station in London for the duration of the
Referendum “to do what it takes” to secure a “Yes” vote in
favour of Britain remaining in the EEC. The papers showed that
the CIA had already given the European Movement considerable
sums of money, but now multinational corporations which had
been assisted by the CIA were to be persuaded to fund the
“Yes” campaign through indirect channels.
 

I hoped that at least one newspaper would agree to take up the
story, but they were all strongly in favour of the EEC, and
each one refused. Eventually, in the last few days of the
campaign, Time Out agreed to publish the story. But it was
then a mere fledgling with a small circulation, som only a few
hundred Londoners would have read it.
Other  people  treated  my  account  of  the  interview  with
disbelief, and I gave up speaking of the episode. However, the
original documents are now filed in Georgetown University. Dr.
Richard J. Aldrich, an academic of Nottingham University, has
examined them and written a research paper about the CIA in
Britain based upon the originals as well as a book”.
Documentation can be found in: OSS, CIA and European Unity in
Diplomacy and Statecraft, vol. 8 no 1, March 1997 andRichard
J. Adrich, The Hidden Hand; John Murray, 2001.
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