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Many books have covered the ideological origins of what is now
the EU. This book describes the manoeuvres of the the
principal post war actors whose guile, determination and
deceit contrived progressively to deprive our country of its
constitution and liberty whilst pretending to engage in mere
facilitation of trade ( “The Common Market”) and international
co-operation. It is a thorough job, backed by detailed
research with frequent facsimile documents from public
archives.

From the early post war years, it traces the growth of the
European Movement, saved from bankruptcy by substantial CIA
funds and by American corporate money. Whilst the subjects
will be familiar to most independence campaigners, the
author’s angle of approach is refreshingly different.

The first part (of 11 chapters) begins with the lie of “no
essential loss of sovereignty” and covers the conversion of
the civil service from its politically impartial role to an
agency of “government against the people”. In a role reversal,
the Foreign Office devoted much of its energy to promoting the
foreign European project to the British people whilst using
public money to frustrate and discredit those campaigners, who
knew what was really at stake.

Drawing on official records, the author makes a strong case on
the balance of probabilities that Britain’s abandonment of the
Black Arrow satellite launcher was part of the price of entry
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to the EEC, giving the French a monopoly in the European space
programme. He also covers the subversion of the apparently
innocent business of town twinning into a scripted process,
requiring participating towns to declare allegiance to the
European project.

The second part ( 9 chapters) “European Integration, the
broader picture 1948 -2014" begins with a review of the ACUE
(American Committee for a United Europe — funded by corporate
donations) and the European Movement. It includes an in depth
study of the 1975 referendum, how the process was skewed and
was certainly open to electoral manipulation. Whilst this is
informed conjecture, similar complaints by those taking part
in later Irish referendums should alert any independence
campaigner. There 1is an extremely interesting piece on “85
Frampton Street” , the media centre for Britain in Europe
which the author visited in 2003 when a referendum on the euro
currency was in the air. Campaigners should know of the scale
of publicity machine available to our foes and its cosy
existing relationship with the media. Bilderberg is covered 1in
a matter-of-fact sort of way and the attempts within the
Conservative party to discredit their Eurosceptic MPs.

The endpiece, entitled “The Rats” makes some proposals to
break the power of the supranational corporations in the
supranational state but the author has not yet fully developed
his ideas. Few who experienced the reality of nationalised
industries would wish to revisit them.

In the meantime, this highly original account will be
extremely useful both as a readable record and as a mine of
verified quotations for anyone speaking or writing on how our
country came to its present state.
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